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LEARN

John the Baptist's preaching attracted the
attention of tax collectors and soldiers,
both groups essential to the maintaining of
Roman rule.

It was more likely for this reason that John
was eventually imprisoned and executed.

The teachings of the Gospel are valid for
each generation: we should read and apply
them in the light of our own situation and
experience.

CERTAINLY,
SIR!
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Christ driving the merchants from the Temple: stained glass window from Saint Germain
I"’Auxerrois church in Paris, France.

SAY

Lord, teach me your ways,
Lord show me your paths.
(Psalm 25:4)

Jesus has arrived in Jerusalem with his disciples. He has caused a scene
by driving out the merchants from the precincts of the Temple, and the
chief priests and elders of the people have questioned his authority to act
in this way.

Listen to politicians avoiding answering
questions directly. Reflect on what it would
mean if they (and we) commited ourselves to
a more honest approach in speaking.

Jesus does not answer their demand, but challenges them about the origin of the teaching
of John the Baptist, whether it was human or divine. They cannot admit that John is a
prophet, as they are allied with the Romans and with Herod Antipas, who regard the Baptist
as a possible focal point for a popular rebellion: if they declare that his teaching is simply
human doctrine, then they risk antagonising the people, who hold John in high esteem.

Sensing themselves caught out whatever answer they might give, they play the political
card and avoid committing themselves. Jesus then refuses to reply to their question, but
tells them the parable about the two sons and their reaction to the instruction of their father.
By implication, the religious authorities are identified with the second son, who outwardly
assents to his father's desire — “Certainly, sir” — but fails to carry it out. In this way, they
prove themselves less than members of the most despised groups in the land, tax collectors
and prostitutes, both of whom, in different ways, collaborate with the Roman occupiers of
the country. Not even the positive reception of John's message on the part of these groups
caused the authorities to listen to what he had to say and to amend their ways of thinking
and living. @

REFLECT

ne of the ways in which we can fail
Oto appreciate the meaning of the

Gospels is to regard them simply
as historical documents, relating the story
of Jesus, and, among other things, his
teaching and his conflict with the religious
authorities of his day. This can, in a
way, be quite comforting, as we can tell
ourselves that, like the Hebrew prophets,
we are looking at a past situation which
has little to do with us. But even with
the Gospel versions which have come
down to us, it is not so simple. The

arguments which we find in Matthew's
account, especially the passages where
Jesus condemns in unambiguous, and
untypical, language the scribes and the
Pharisees, reflect more the situation of
Matthew's later community versus the
synagogue and its contemporary leaders,
than disputes which Jesus might have
had with the authorities of his time,
especially the chief priests and the elders.

The Gospels are part of the word of God:
in this way, they have a permanent and

contemporary message for the disciples
of Jesus in each generation. One danger
that the prophets, including John the
Baptist, saw was that organised religion
can become a substitute for a true
commitment to the covenant relationship
between God and God's people. It can
encourage a complacent attitude, where
the responsibility of living up to the
calling to be the people of God can be
forgotten: where positions of authority
can become instruments of power. B



ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

All that you have done to us, O Lord,

you have done with true judgement,

for we have sinned against you

and not obeyed your commandments.

But give glory to your name

and deal with us according to the bounty of
your mercy.

GLORIA

Glory to God in the highest,

and on earth peace to people of good will.
We praise you,

we bless you,

we adore you,

we glorify you,

we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,

0 God, almighty Father.

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,
have mercy on us.

For you alone are the Holy One,

you alone are the Lord,

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,

in the glory of God the Father.

Amen.

COLLECT

0 God, who manifest your almighty power

above all by pardoning and showing mercy,

bestow, we pray, your grace abundantly
upon us

and make those hastening to attain your
promises

heirs to the treasures of heaven.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of
the Holy Spirit,

one God, for ever and ever.

Amen.

FIRST READING Ezekiel 18:25-28

A reading from the prophet Ezekiel.

The word of the Lord was addressed to me
as follows: “You object, "What the Lord does
is unjust.” Listen, you House of Israel: is
what | do unjust? Is it not what you do that
is unjust? When the upright man renounces
his integrity to commit sin and dies because
of this, he dies because of the evil that he
himself has committed. When the sinner
renounces sin to become law-abiding and
honest, he deserves to live. He has chosen
to renounce all his previous sins; he shall
certainly live; he shall not die.”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 24

Response:
Remember your mercy, Lord.

0 Lard, make me know your ways.
Lord, teach me your paths.
Make me walk in your truth, and teach me:
for you are God my saviour. (R.)
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e Remember your mercy, Lord,
and the love you have shown from of old.
Do not remember the sins of my youth.
In your love remember me,
because of your goodness, O Lord. (R.)

e The Lord is good and upright.
He shows the path to those who stray,
he guides the humble in the right path,
he teaches his way to the poor. (R.)

SECOND READING Philippians 2:1-11

(For shorter form, read between > <)

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the
Philippians.

>If our life in Christ means anything to you,
if love can persuade at all, or the Spirit that
we have in common, or any tenderness and
sympathy, then be united in your convictions
and united in your love, with a common
purpose and a common mind. That is the
one thing which would make me completely
happy. There must be no competition among
you, no conceit; but everybody is to be self-
effacing. Always consider the other person
to be better than yourself, so that nobody
thinks of his own interests first but everybody
thinks of other people’s interests instead. In
your minds you must be the same as Christ
Jesus:<

His state was divine,

yet he did not cling

to his equality with God

but emptied himself

to assume the condition of a slave,

and became as men are;

and being as all men are,

he was humbler yet,

even to accepting death,

death on a cross.

But God raised him high

and gave him the name

which is above all other names

so that all beings

in the heavens, on earth and in the
underworld,

should bend the knee at the name of Jesus

and that every tongue should acclaim

Jesus Christ as Lord,

to the glory of God the Father.

=The word of the Lord.<
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!

If anyone loves me he will keep my word,
and my Father will love him,

and we shall come to him.

Alleluia!

GOSPEL Matthew 21:28-32

A reading from the holy Gospel according to
Matthew.

Jesus said to the chief priests and the elders
of the people, “What is your opinion? A man
had two sons. He went and said to the first,
‘My boy, you go and work in the vineyard
today.’ He answered, ‘l will not go’, but
afterwards thought better of it and went. The
man then went and said the same thing to
the second who answered, ‘Certainly, sir’, but
did not go. Which of the two did the father's
will?” “The first” they said. Jesus said to
them, “l tell you solemnly, tax collectors

and prostitutes are making their way into
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the kingdom of God before you. For John
came to you, a pattern of true righteousness,
but you did not believe him, and yet the tax
collectors and prostitutes did. Even after
seeing that, you refused to think better of it
and believe in him.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

PROFESSION OF FAITH
I believe in one God,

the Father almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all things visible and invisible.

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the Only Begotten Son of God,

born of the Father before all ages.

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made, consubstantial with
the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us men and for our salvation

he came down from heaven,

{all bow during the next three lines)

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the
Virgin Mary,

and became man.

For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate,

he suffered death and was buried,

and rose again on the third day

in accordance with the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory

to judge the living and the dead

and his kingdom will have no end.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord,
the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored
and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

I believe in one, holy, catholic and
apostolic Church.

| confess one Baptism for the forgiveness
of sins

and | look forward to the resurrection of the
dead

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS

Grant us, O merciful God,

that this our offering may find acceptance
with you

and that through it the wellspring of all
blessing

may be laid open before us.

Through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
Remember your word to your servant,
0 Lord,
by which you have given me hope.
This is my comfort when | am brought low.

PRAYER AFTER CONMMUNION
May this heavenly mystery, O Lord,

restore us in mind and body,

that we may be coheirs in glory with Christ,
to whose suffering we are united
whenever we proclaim his Death.

Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.
Amen.

Concordat cum ariginali: +Diarmuid Martin, Archbishop of Dublin. Additional material, cum permissu: +Diarmuid Martin, Archbishop of Dublin.
Commentary by Fr Anthony Cassidy CSsR. The English translation of the Entrance and Communion Antiphons, Collect, Prayer over the Offerings,
Gloria, Profession of Faith and Prayer after Communion are taken from The Roman Missal, © 2010 Imemational Commission of English in the
Liturgy Corporation. Jerusalem Bible version of the scriptures @ Darton, Longman & Todd Ltd., and Doubleday & Co. Inc. Responsorial Psalms ara

copyright The Grail and/or Geoffrey Chapman Ltd. Published in Ireland by Redemptorist Communications {www.redcoms.org); Published in the UK by
Redemptorist Publications (www.rpbooks.co.uk).



Our Lady & St Edmund of Abingdon
1 Radley Rd, Abingdon on Thames, Oxon, 0X14 3PL

We are a LiveSimply parish aiming to live Simply, Sustainably and in Solidarity with the Poor

Fr. Jamie McGrath
Lisa Paterson

Parish Priest:
Parish Secretary:
Office Hours:
Office Email:

We live stream all services

Tel. 07572 935 230
Fr Pius 01865 221732

Safeguarding Team:
Visits at JR Hospital:
Visits and Help:
Parish Website:
Primary School:

10.30am-12.30pm Tuesday to Friday
abingdon@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Society of Vincent de Paul Group, contact via Parish Office
www.ourladyandstedmund.org.uk
St. Edmund’s School, Radley Road, Abingdon, 0X14 3PP Tel 521558

Roman Catholic Diocese of Portsmouth Reg. Charity No 246871

Tel: 01235 520375
Tel: 01235 520375

www.portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

CONFESSIONS: For now, this is by appointment only.
Please contact the parish office to make a booking.

PRIVATE PRAYER

The church will be open for private prayer only,
between 12.00pm and 1.00pm on Tuesdays and
Fridays.

MASS BOOKINGS
Please remember that bookings for the whole week

beginning Sunday 4t October to Saturday 10 October

should be made on Monday 28t September. Do please
try and give us several options for days/times when
you could come and let us know how many people you
are booking for. We will do our best to accommodate
your request. If you would like to attend more than one

( Mass in the week, please make this clear when you book. |

(" o Those people without Internet access can phone
07395 946827 between 10am and 11am each
Monday to give the day of the week when they are

able to attend Mass. There is no recorded answering
message system. Please do not use the office phone

number or phone outside of this time period.

o Those with Internet access are asked not to use the

phone booking system, but instead to email us at:

contact@ourladyandstedmund.org.uk giving us 2
to 3 possible days of the week when you can attend

Mass. Please do this each Monday. You will then
receive a reply with the day allocated to you.

o Inall cases, you are asked to state the number in
your family who will be attending Mass. This is
essential for our planning and to maintain safety
distances.

o Beaware that singing is not yet permitted under
the guidelines. Also, there will be no collection

basket passed around, but you may leave donations

as you leave the Church.

o Please note that there are currently only two

Sunday Masses - one at 10.15am and the other at

6.30pm.

Thank you all very much for your patience and help.

.

\

26t week of Ordinary Time
In Church for those who booked, and also live

streamed
Sunday 27 September
10.15am  Mass (Peter Pitt-Pulford, RIP)
2.00pm Polish Mass
6.30pm Mass (Special intention)
Monday 28 September
9am Mass (Ron & Monica Haxton, RIP)

Tuesday 29 September (The Holy Archangels)

NO Mass See: www.ourladyandstedmund.org.uk/english-
martyrs-vale-of-white-horse for other masses

Wednesday 30 September (StJerome)

7pm Mass (Helen Hemmings, intentions)
Thursday 1 October (St Teresa of the Child Jesus)
9.30am Mass (Oona Sogoler, RIP)

Friday 2 October
7pm

(The Holy Guardian Angels)

Mass (Patrick Kinsella, RIP)

Saturday 3 October (Our Lady on Saturday)

12pm Mass (Patrick Thornton, RIP)

HOW TO BOOK FOR MASS

No Internet Access?
Phone 07395 946827 EACH MONDAY between 10am and 11am ONLY
to book a place for the FOLLOWING week

Have Internet Access?

DON'T phone. Instead, email:
contact@ourladyandstedmund.org.uk

EACH MONDAY, to book a place for the FOLLOWING week

J




NEWSLETTER:

For now, please print your own copy from the News page of
our website, or for those without Internet access, bring the
copy delivered to you on Saturdays. We are also unable to
accept any books, pamphlets, etc. at this point in time.

YOUR PARISH STILL NEEDS YOU!

The parish still really needs your donations. You can make
these on our website. This will enable those who normally
use the weekly gift aid white envelope system or loose plate
donations to continue to support the Parish. You can also
place donations in the basket as you leave church. Your

continued support for the Parish is greatly appreciated. )

TACKLING GLOBAL INEQUALITY

The focus this Sunday is on
the importance of tackling
global inequality, which Pope
Francis explores in Laudato
Si’ - the Care of our Common
Home. Human life is grounded in three fundamental and
closely intertwined relationships; with God, with our
neighbour and with the earth itself (56). The Creation
Prayer Walk round the centre of Abingdon and the Season of
Creation Calendar are both still available on the News section
of the parish website.

SEASON OF
CREATION

SEPTEMBER 1-OCTOBER 4

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION PRAYER DURING MASS:

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Blessed
Sacrament. [ love You above all things, and I desire to receive
You into my soul. Since I cannot today receive You
sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. [
embrace You as if You were already there, and unite myself
wholly to You. Never permit me to be separated from You.

FAMILY FAST DAY:

The CAFOD Family Fast Day to help people facing the worst of
the coronavirus crisis has been moved to Friday 9th October.
We've all felt the impact of this terrible disease - let’'s come
together to help the poorest and most vulnerable people in
the world survive, rebuild and heal. Please pray for all those
affected and donate online (no envelope donations in church
please) at cafod.org.uk/give. You can also give easily via text.
Text: CAFOD to 70085 to donate £10. Texts cost £10 plus one
standard rate message and you'll be opting in to hear more
about our work and fundraising via telephone and SMS. If you’d
like to give £10 but do not wish to receive marketing
communications, text CAFODNOINFO to 70085.

SECOND COLLECTION
The next Second Collection is on the 3rd- 4th of October for
Peter’s Pence. The online giving page can be found here:

https://donate.giveasyoulive.com/fundraising /second-
collection-for-peters-pence-1

Keep in your prayers the children
preparing to receive the Sacrament of the
Eucharist on 10t October.

Parish Events for the Week

NO EVENTS IN THE PARISH CENTRE UNTIL
FURTHER NOTICE

Future Diary Dates
No events at the moment.

Youth Events
YOUTH GROUPS
The Saturday youth groups will stop meeting for now.

RCIA SESSIONS:

You might wish to find out more about Jesus. Or
perhaps you want to receive Baptism, or become
a Catholic. Or maybe you are a Catholic but not
Confirmed? We can help you on this faith journey.
RCIA sessions began on 15t September online
using Zoom. For more details and joining
information, contact Pauline: 07506 753085 or
email: pehanley@hotmail.com

JOURNEYING TOGETHER IN FAITH

This course takes place on Mondays from
6.30pm to 7.30pm online using Zoom. It is open
to anybody interested in growing their faith and
is suitable for those who have completed the
RCIA course as well. The format is one of
discussion, sometimes watching a short video,
and generally spending a little contemplative
time together. For information and details, email:
contact@ourladyandstedmund.org.uk

LIGHT FOR THE BLIND

Fr Thomas, who sadly can't be with us in person
this year, sends his blessings to all parishioners
and would appreciate you viewing a short new
video of his work, which is now available on the
News page on the parish website. The Covid crisis
has hit Tamil Nadu hard and has severely
stretched his resources, and in his absence to
make an appeal for funds, asks for our usual
generosity in supporting his work in caring for
the dying destitute. Donations can be made via
the LftB web site - lightfortheblind.org.uk or by
contacting our treasurer Mark Wilkins, 1
Highgate Croft, Keighley, BD20 8]Q. Tel: 0782 443
1217. Many thanks and God Bless.

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER AND FASTING FOR
LIFE

On Monday 28th September, please pray and
fast for the end of abortion and euthanasia in this
Country. Your prayer and fasting is urgently
needed as last year this country saw the highest
number of abortions ever. For details of our live
saving work see www.GoodCounselNetwork.com




