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THE WORD

FORGIVE |
ME AS |
FORGIVE

(MATTHEW 18:21-35)

During this discourse, the fourth of five in Matthew's Gospel, Jesus
continues to show how society’s standards are not those of his disciples.

Peter presents a question about forgiving other people, and his initial proposal of doing
so on seven occasions might appear to veer on the generous side. But Jesus replies in
terms which suggest an incalculable number, and one which calls into question a system
of pardon founded strictly on justice. Jesus illustrates God’s attitude by the parable of the
debtor who refused to cancel a trifling amount in spite of his own creditor wiping out an
enormous bill which he had no hope of ever settling.

Peter wants to know the limits of forgiveness. He is told that there is no limit to God's
forgiveness, and the parable makes it clear that the disciple of Jesus is expected to reflect
this when dealing with other people. The master’s understanding and kindness is further
emphasised when he cancels what he now refers to in the original text as a loan, rather
than a debt. The ghastly punishment mentioned at the end of the story is not given in light
of the debt owed but because of the person’s refusal to forgive someone else. Also, this
forgiveness must be genuine, “from the heart”, and not just a superficial action which
conceals the person’s true feelings and attitude. B

The law of retaliation (lex talionis) was a statute restricting retribution to the extent of the
injury caused. It was intended to stop the developing of a vendetta which would have no
ending.

A talent was a financial unit, representing a great sum of money. Ten thousand of these
would be an astronomical amount which a servant would have no hope of ever repaying.

To end up in slavery as a result of debt was common in the ancient world. Under Jewish law,
a wife could not be sold in this way.

SAY

There’s a wideness in God’s mercy, like the wideness of the sea.
(F.W. Faber)
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REFLECT

here is, in fact, a limit to God's
I forgiveness, and that is the limit

which we ourselves impose. We
are warned elsewhere in the Gospel
that the amount we measure out will
be the measure which we receive.
But, more importantly, we ourselves
remind God of this, and ask God to
treat us as we treat others each time
we say the Lord's Prayer. One of the
effects of using archaic language is that
sometimes we do not really understand
what we are saying: the line “Forgive
us our trespasses..."” really means
“And forgive us our debts, as we have
forgiven our debtors”, and Jesus goes
on to spell out clearly that this is the
standard of forgiveness that we will be
subject to, one that we ourselves have
laid down.

Peter's posing of the question recalls
an early story in Genesis about

Lamech (Gen 4:23-24). This episode
illustrates the increase in violence
among human beings, where Lamech
boasts about exacting seventyfold
vengeance for injuries he received.

The law of retribution (“eye for eye,
tooth for tooth”) was intended to
restrict revenge to the proportion of the
offence, so it meant only an eye for an
eye, only a tooth for a tooth... But later
biblical teaching is about reconciling
the parties. It may well be that Matthew
is linking the debt owed to the master
in the parable to sin, hence the master
represents the heavenly Father. It is

the clear, and uncomfortable, message
that if we hope that God will forgive us,
then we should be careful where we set
the limits of God's mercy. It is truly in
our hands. B

Look into your own heart. Is there someone
there whom you will not forgive? What
might you do about this?
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ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

Give peace, O Lord, to those who wait for
you,

that your prophets be found true.

Hear the prayers of your servant,

and of your people Israel.

GLORIA

Glory to God in the highest,

and on earth peace to people of good will.
We praise you,

we bless you,

we adore you,

we glorify you,

we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,

0 God, almighty Father.

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,
have mercy on us.

For you alone are the Holy One,

you alone are the Lord,

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,

in the glory of God the Father.

Amen.

COLLECT

Look upon us, O God,

Creator and ruler of all things,

and, that we may feel the working of your
mercy,

grant that we may serve you with all our
heart.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of
the Holy Spirit,

one God, for ever and ever.

Amen.

FIRST READING Ecclesiasticus 27:30-28:7

A reading from the book of Ecclesiasticus.

Resentment and anger, these are foul things,

and both are found with the sinner.

He who exacts vengeance will experience the
vengeance of the Lord,

who keeps strict account of sin.

Forgive your neighbour the hurt he does you,

and when you pray, your sins will be
forgiven.

If a man nurses anger against another,

can he then demand compassion from the
Lord?

Showing no pity for a man like himself,

can he then plead for his own sins?

Mere creature of flesh, he cherishes
resentment;

who will forgive him his sins?

Remempber the last things, and stop hating,

remember dissolution and death, and live by
the commandments.

Remember the commandments, and do not
bear your neighbour ill-will;

remember the covenant of the Most High,
and overlook the offence.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM

Response:
The Lord is compassion and love,
slow to anger and rich in mercy.

Psalm 102

redemﬁf‘drist

T TR L L L R LI N L LN I LR RN I I N TN T T I E LN LR I L T T N Y I T S T I Y )

o My soul, give thanks to the Lord,
all my being, bless his holy name.
My soul, give thanks to the Lord
and never forget all his blessings. (R.)

e It is he who forgives all your guilt,
who heals every one of your ills,
who redeems your life from the grave,
who crowns you with love and
compassion. (R.]

e His wrath will come to an end;
he will not be angry for ever.
He does not treat us according to our sins
nor repay us according to our faults. (R.)

o For as the heavens are high above the
earth
so strong is his love for those who fear
him.
As far as the east is from the west
so far does he remove our sins. (R.)

SECOND READING Romans 14:7-9

A reading from the letter of 5t Paul to the
Romans.

The life and death of each of us has its
influence on others; if we live, we live for the
Lord; and if we die, we die for the Lord, so
that alive or dead we belong to the Lord. This
explains why Christ both died and came to
life, it was so that he might be Lord both of
the dead and of the living.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!

Speak, Lord, your servant is listening:
you have the message of eternal life.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL Matthew 18:21-35

A reading from the holy Gospel according to
Matthew.

Peter went up to Jesus and said, “Lord,
how often must | forgive my brother if he
wrongs me? As often as seven times?” Jesus
answered, “MNot seven, | tell you, but seventy-
seven times.

“And so the kingdom of heaven may be
compared to a king who decided to settle
his accounts with his servants. When the
reckoning began, they brought him a man
who owed ten thousand talents; but he had
no means of paying, so his master gave
orders that he should be sold, together with
his wife and children and all his possessions,
to meet the debt. At this, the servant threw
himself down at the master's feet. ‘Give me
time,” he said, ‘and | will pay the whole sum.’
And the servant’s master felt so sorry for him
that he let him go and cancelled the debt.
MNow as this servant went out, he happened
to meet a fellow servant who owed him one
hundred denarii; and he seized him by the
throat and began to throttle him. ‘Pay what
you owe me,” he said. His fellow servant fell
at his feet and implored him, saying, ‘Give
me time and | will pay you.” But the other
would not agree; on the contrary, he had him
thrown into prison till he should pay the debt.
His fellow servants were deeply distressed
when they saw what had happened, and they
went to their master and reported the whole
affair to him. Then the master sent for him.
“You wicked servant,” he said, ‘| cancelled all
that debt of yours when you appealed to me.
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Were you not bound, then, to have pity on
your fellow servant just as | had pity on you?”
And in his anger the master handed him

over to the torturers till he should pay all his
debt. And that is how my heavenly Father will
deal with you unless you each forgive your
brother from your heart.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

PROFESSION OF FAITH
| believe in one God,

the Father almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all things visible and invisible.

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the Only Begotten Son of God,

born of the Father before all ages.

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made, consubstantial with
the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us men and for our salvation

he came down from heaven,

{all bow during the next three lines)

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the
Virgin Mary,
and became man.

For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate,
he suffered death and was buried,
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord,
the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored
and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

| believe in one, holy, catholic and
apostolic Church.

| confess one Baptism for the forgiveness
of sins

and | look forward to the resurrection of the
dead

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS

Look with favour on our supplications, O Lord,

and in your kindness accept these, your
servants’ offerings,

that what each has offered to the honour of
your name

may serve the salvation of all.

Through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

CONIMUNION ANTIPHON

How precious is your mercy, O God!

The children of men seek shelter in the
shadow of your wings.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

May the working of this heavenly gift, O Lord,
we pray,

take possession of our minds and bodies,

so that its effects, and not our own desires,

may always prevail in us.

Through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Concordat cum originali: +Diarmuid Martin, Archbishop of Dublin. Additional material, cum permissu: +Disrmuid Martin, Archbishop of Dublin.
Commentary by Fr Anthony Cassidy CS5sR. The English translation of the Entrance and Communion Antiphons, Collect, Prayer over the Offerings,
Gloria, Profession of Faith and Prayer after Communion are taken from The Roman Missal, © 2010 International Commission of English in the
Liturgy Corporation. Jerusalem Bible version of the scriptures © Darton, Longman & Todd Ltd., and Doubleday & Co. Inc. Responsorial Psalms ara

copyright The Grail and'or Geoffrey Chapman Ltd. Published in Ireland by Redemptorist Communications (www.redcoms.org); Published in the UK by
Redemptorist Publications (www.rpbooks.co.ukl.
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Parish Secretary:
Office Hours:
Office Email:

We live stream all services
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Safeguarding Team:
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Roman Catholic Diocese of Portsmouth Reg. Charity No 246871

Our Lady & St Edmund of Abingdon
1 Radley Rd, Abingdon on Thames, Oxon, 0X14 3PL

We are a LiveSimply parish aiming to live Simply, Sustainably and in Solidarity with the Poor

10.30am-12.30pm Tuesday to Friday
abingdon@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Society of Vincent de Paul Group, contact via Parish Office
www.ourladyandstedmund.org.uk
St. Edmund’s School, Radley Road, Abingdon, 0X14 3PP Tel 521558

Tel: 01235 520375
Tel: 01235 520375

www.portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

CONFESSIONS: For now, this is by appointment only.
Please contact the parish office to make a booking.

PRIVATE PRAYER

The church will be open for private prayer only,
between 12.00pm and 1.00pm on Tuesdays and
Fridays.

/MASS BOOKINGS

Please remember that bookings for the whole week
beginning Sunday 20t Sept. to Saturday 26t Sept.
should be made on Monday 14t September. Do please
try and give us several options for days/times when
you could come and let us know how many people you
are booking for. We will do our best to accommodate
your request. If you would like to attend more than one
Mass in the week, please make this clear when you book.

o Those people without Internet access can phone
07395 946827 between 10am and 11am each
Monday to give the day of the week when they are
able to attend Mass. There is no recorded answering
message system. Please do not use the office phone
number or phone outside of this time period.

o Those with Internet access are asked not to use the
phone booking system, but instead to email us at:
contact@ourladyandstedmund.org.uk giving us 2
to 3 possible days of the week when you can attend
Mass. Please do this each Monday. You will then
receive a reply with the day allocated to you.

o Inall cases, you are asked to state the number in
your family who will be attending Mass. This is
essential for our planning and to maintain safety
distances.

o Be aware that singing is not yet permitted under
the guidelines. Also, there will be no collection
basket passed around, but you may leave donations
as you leave the Church.

o Please note that there are currently only two
Sunday Masses - one at 10.15am and the other at
6.30pm.

24t week of Ordinary Time

In Church for those who booked, and also live
streamed

Sunday 13 September

10.15am  Mass (Alexandra Paterson, intentions)
1.00pm Polish Mass
6.30pm Mass (Lisa Paterson, intentions)

Monday 14 September (The Exaltation of the Holy
Cross)
9am

Mass (William James Ferguson, RIP)

Tuesday 15 September (Our Lady of Sorrows)

NO Mass See: www.ourladyandstedmund.org.uk/english-
martyrs-vale-of-white-horse for other masses

Wednesday 16 September (Ss Cornelius &
Cyprian)

7pm Mass (In thanksgiving - Kolb family)
Thursday 17 September

9.30am Mass (Andrew Sweeney, RIP)
Friday 18 September

7pm Mass (Eddie Jarman, RIP)
Saturday 19 September

12pm Mass

( FRIDAY 25t SEPTEMBER MASS

Please note, that due to a Confirmation service,
(_there will be no Mass for parishioners on this date. )

HOW TO BOOK FOR MASS

No Internet Access?
Phone 07395 946827 EACH MONDAY between 10am and 11am ONLY
to book a place for the FOLLOWING week

Thank you all very much for your patience and help.

- J

Have Internet Access?

DON'T phone. Instead, email:
contact@ourladyandstedmund.org.uk

EACH MONDAY, to book a place for the FOLLOWING week




NEWSLETTER:

We currently cannot provide the newsletter in church. Please
print your own copy from the News page of our website, or for
those without Internet access, bring the copy delivered to you
on Saturdays. We are also unable to accept any books,
pamphlets, etc. at this point in time.

&

YOUR PARISH STILL NEEDS YOU!

The parish still really needs your donations. You can make
these on our website. This will enable those who normally
use the weekly gift aid white envelope system or loose plate
donations to continue to support the Parish. You can also
place donations in the basket as you leave church. Your

continued support for the Parish is greatly appreciated. )

BAMENDA, CAMEROON

Our diocese is twinned with the diocese of Bamenda in
Cameroon, West Africa. A much under-reported civil war has
been raging in that country for the last 3 or 4 years. Two
parishioners, Casimir Fotso and Anne Dodd will be speaking
on a Zoom Meeting of Abingdon Peace Group on Tuesday, 15t
Sept. about the roots of the conflict, the current situation and
what we can each do to move the situation to a peaceful
resolution. If you would like to join the meeting please email
abingdonpeace@gmail.com so that you can be sent the link.

WATER IS PRECIOUS!

The focus this Sunday will be
the preciousness of water to
all life in our God-given
world. Pope Francis, in
Laudato Si’, reminds us that ‘fresh drinking water is an issue of
primary importance since it is indispensable to human life.” One
of the prayer stops on the Creation Walk round the centre of
Abingdon focuses on water. The Prayer Walk continues to be
available on the News section of the parish website, together
with the Season of Creation calendar of daily reflections,
prayers and actions.

SEASON OF
CREATION

SEPTEMBER 1-OCTOBER 4

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION PRAYER DURING MASS:

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Blessed
Sacrament. [ love You above all things, and I desire to receive
You into my soul. Since I cannot today receive You
sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. [
embrace You as if You were already there, and unite myself
wholly to You. Never permit me to be separated from You.

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT:

This has been a very difficult year for so many. We have some
photos of those members of our parish who have sadly died
since March and these you can see on your left as you enter
church. However, the extraordinary circumstances mean that
not all the contact details of the next of kin are available to
offer condolences on behalf of the parish. If your loved one’s
photo is not there and you would like it to be, please send or
drop in, a small photo to the parish office and I will add it in.
If you would like a call please let me know via the parish
office and I will be in touch. God bless. Sue Richards.

[

Please pray for the young people receiving the Sacrament
of Confirmation on 25t and 26t September.

]

Parish Events for the Week

NO EVENTS IN THE PARISH CENTRE UNTIL
FURTHER NOTICE

Future Diary Dates
No events at the moment.

Youth Events
YOUTH GROUPS
The Saturday youth groups will stop meeting for now.

RCIA SESSIONS:

What is love? What is happiness? What is the
meaning of life? Who is Jesus? Who do they say
that I am?

[ am with you always.... Peace be with you.... Do
not be afraid.... Come and see!

You might wish to find out more about Jesus. Or
perhaps you want to receive Baptism, or become
a Catholic. Or maybe you are a Catholic but not
Confirmed?

We can help you on this faith journey. RCIA
sessions begin on 15t September online using
Zoom. For more details and joining information,
contact Pauline: 07506 753085 or email:
pehanley@hotmail.com

JOURNEYING TOGETHER IN FAITH

This course, which was interrupted by lockdown,
resumes again on Mondays from 6.30pm to
7.30pm online using Zoom and beginning on
Monday 14th September-. It is open to anybody
interested in growing their faith and is suitable
for those who have completed the RCIA course as
well. For information and details, email:
contact@ourladyandstedmund.org.uk

LIGHT FOR THE BLIND

Fr Thomas, who sadly can't be with us in person
this year, sends his blessings to all parishioners
and would appreciate you viewing a short new
video of his work, which is now available on the
News page on the parish website. The Covid crisis
has hit Tamil Nadu hard and has severely
stretched his resources, and in his absence to
make an appeal for funds, asks for our usual
generosity in supporting his work in caring for
the dying destitute. Donations can be made via
the LftB web site - lightfortheblind.org.uk or by
contacting our treasurer Mark Wilkins, 1
Highgate Croft, Keighley, BD20 8]Q. Tel: 0782 443
1217. Many thanks and God Bless.

WE PRAY FOR THE REPOSE OF THE SOULS OF:

Matilda Christie
Alice Devlin

Beth Millikin
Todd Churchman




